ISS Ham Technical Telecon

Monday, February 17, 2003

Attendees: Sergej Samburov (Olga Frumpkin, translator), Frank Bauer, Carolynn Conley, Lou McFadin, Mark Steiner

Permission received by Minister of Communications for antennas and transceivers, only have to pay fee for permit. Should be done by end of this week (2/21/2003).

Sergej is waiting word on delivery of flight Kenwood and Yeasu hardware – is scheduled for June 2003 Progress flight.

· Frank says is very big challenge to make June 2003 flight (testing and all), and has concern about changes in manifest of that flight, given US space shuttle grounding.

· Sergej wants to push ahead anyway, because later flights will be so full

· Frank agreed to move ahead

Sergej received and reviewed Lou’s email forwarded by Miles, and it does not appear to be a problem

· may go to one button cross-band approach w/ Kenwood

· if not much trouble, should be implemented

· Lou: should have answer from Kenwood by 2/21

SSTV will probably be delivered by Progress, but will be lower priority than critical supplies for crew

· US side will be ready in next couple of weeks, but concern is testing and certification by Russian side

· Was on list for Shuttle, but not Progress

· Would be pretty low on priority list compared to other items needed onboard

· Sergej feels that would be difficult to get items updated in database, may be a long time until can fly

· Sergej asked Frank to see if can push from NASA side

· Carolynn asked about the certification to be used on the Russian segment

SSTV certification

· Sergej thought SSTV would undergo US certification first, then Russian side would certify compatibility with Russian computer and software

· Lou asked about safety certification status

· Sergej: would end with test in KIS

· Lou: can it be shipped to ISS before testing at KIS complete?

· Sergej: should work to have it ready for Progress after June

Yaesu FT-100 vs. FT-857

· Sergej: although he would like to use better rig, is nervous about changing model so late in certification process; he is concerned that might be dropped from manifest

· However, if crews used the FT-857 on the ground and like it much better, there may be enough support then, upon strong recommendation by the crews, to upgrade the onboard unit in a couple of years

Sergej asked questions regarding speaker cable

· recommended taking advantage of dual band receive capability by using stereo headphones

Sergej asked about why the packet system is not working

· Lou responded that we are trying to find out and are trying to work with the crew

· Carolynn: has asked Bowersox to reset packet, not sure why only is heard for one orbit

· Sergej asked Budarin to reset unit, and he verified that the switches were in right configuration and the indicator lights showed correct status

· Lou said US side is contemplating a trouble-shooting pass with crew, real-time

· Sergej was wondering what procedures say about resetting to packet mode after school contacts

· Lou and Carolynn verified that radiogram instructs them to put it back into packet mode on the right channel, but we will all look at them and verify that it is written correctly

